
 

 

 

                January 2022 

 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back and Happy New Year! I hope that you all had a good break and are ready to continue to work 
hard as we move into a new term of Year 3. Below is some information about the fun things we have planned 
for this term.  

English  
We will be exploring a range of fiction and non-fiction texts during the autumn term which will link to our 
history topic.   
Throughout the term, children will have the opportunity to complete an extended piece of writing to 
practise the process of planning, drafting and making improvements to their own work as well as their 
peers. Writing will also be developed through the curriculum. 

Guided reading will continue to take place each week and home reading books will be allocated to each 
pupil. Children will have a weekly reading comprehension session in order to develop their understanding of 
texts. Please remember to record any reading in your child’s reading record where possible. 

SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) will be also be taught throughout English lessons. There is a 
huge emphasis on spelling in the year 6 SATs and we want to prepare the children well in advance 
therefore it is crucial that children are learning their spellings at home each week. Phonics lessons will also 
take place during intervention time for those children who need it.  

Handwriting will be practised throughout the week in school with the focus letter joins changing. Your child 
will have the opportunity to earn a handwriting pen when they have consistently neat handwriting and are 
using the joins practised in class. Handwriting pens can also be taken away from children if their 
handwriting becomes inconsistent. 

Maths 
The topics that will be covered in maths during the autumn term are: 
 Multiplication and Division 
 Money 
 Fractions 

Throughout lessons, children will explore reasoning and problem solving to help them to develop a deeper 
understanding of maths within each unit. Each week children will have a times tables test which takes place 
on a Tuesday. Times tables are a big focus in Year 3 to prepare children for the test they will need to take 
towards the end of year 4. Each child also has Times Table Rock Stars login which they can use at home.  

History 

Our spring term topic will be the Romans. The children will begin by looking at how the Roman Empire 
grew and how they invaded England. They will use a range of sources to help them to understand the 
events that took place and explore important figures from the time such as Boudicca. To finish the topic, 
children will explore what lives are like during each period, making comparisons between each period. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Geography 
Our Spring topic will Volcanoes and Earthquakes. We will be looking at how volcanoes are formed and 
some of the most well-known volcanoes around the world. This will also link to our history and English topic 
where we will look at the events of Pompeii during the Roman period. We will then move onto looking at 
Earthquakes and why they happen as well as looking at different Earthquakes that have occurred around 
the world.  
 
Art 
During the first half term, the children will be exploring drawing skills. They will be developing their 
observational drawing skills, looking at how they can use the shapes within the object to draw it more 
accurately. They will also be developing their shading skills using a range of pencil types to create different 
tones.  
 
Design and Technology 
After half term, children will be looking at structures. They will be looking at how buildings are built and 
the different types of frames that can be used as well as how to strengthen then and make them more 
stable. At the end of the topic, the children will be using junior hacksaws and glue guns to create their own 
roman villa using strips of wood and card.  
 
Science  
During this term, children will be learning about forces and magnets before moving onto exploring animals 
including humans. These lessons will be extending on the children’s knowledge from previous years when they 
have explored their topics as well as introduce them to new ideas and concepts including magnets and how 
they work. They will continue to write scientific reports and draw conclusions using a range of data that has 
been provided and or has been collected by the children themselves through fair tests.  

French 

Children will continue to learn to pronounce, write and read French vocabulary. They will continue to look 
at the core language, including counting to numbers above 10, before moving onto a topic looking at 
animals. Children will engage with the language through catchy songs and illustrated stories as well as a 
range of spelling and reading games. 

PE 
PE will be led by Mr Foreman and will take place on Monday and Wednesday afternoons. It would be 
appreciated if you could ensure that your child arrives to school on these days in tracksuits as PE is a 
compulsory part of the curriculum. If your child wears earrings please ensure they are covered or removed 
on these days. If your child wears a bangle for religious reasons, then please send a sweat band to cover 
these so they are safe. 

Music 
Children will be continuing to develop their skills playing the trumpet with Miss Matthews. They are now 
allowed to take their trumpets home providing that consent has been given by a parent or carer. If your 
child is taking their trumpet home, please make sure that it is brought to school on Tuesday’s so that they 
can take part in their lesson.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
RE 
This term the children will be focussing on Christianity. The first topic this term asks the question “Could 
Jesus heal people? Were these miracles or is there some other explanation?”. In this topic, the children will 
be looking at what a miracle is as well as exploring some of the stories in the Bible where Jesus performed 
miracles. The next topic will be asking the question “What is ‘good’ about Good Friday?” Where the 
children will be learning to recall key events in the Easter story and understand why Jesus’ crucifixion 
symbolises hope for Christians. 
 
PSHE  
To begin the new term the focus in PSHE will be based on the theme of ‘Dreams and Goals” and “Healthy 
Me”.  
 
Computing 
This term the children will be looking at animation and how they can create their own animations using 
technology. After that, they will be looking at networking and emails where they will be exploring how a 
network is made and how each part functions before they move onto learning how to compose and send 
emails to each other safely. Online Safety will also be covered on a weekly basis through discussion at the 
start of each lesson.  
 
Homework 
Homework will be handed out each Friday and should be returned by the following Wednesday.  
Children will be given a spelling test every Friday which will be given on their homework sheets. It is 
also important that the children practise their times tables as this is now assessed towards the end of 
Year 4. To help with this, Children will have a times table test which will happen every Tuesday. They 
can practise  using Times Table Rockstars. Each child has a login in their reading diary and provides 
them with a fun and engaging way to practise their Times Tables as well as adapt to focus on the 
tables each child isn’t as confident with.  

Please can you also ensure that your child brings multiple drink bottles to school with them every day.  

If you have any questions or concerns about year 3 please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Thank you for your co-operation. 

Mr Smith and Mr Bryan 


